Akesius; aGlance into the Ethical Relations of Medicine. By K. F. H.
Marx.? Gottingen, 1844. 12mo, pp. 152. Akesius, the healer, according to Sprengel, was one of the names given to the demigod, known to the Egyptians as Harpocrates. His birth at the winter solstice was symbolical of the powerlessness of the sun at mid-winter; but indicated also the hope of more genial warmth with its return along the ecliptic. To the sick he was at once the emblem of their debility, and of their hope of restoration to health. He was represented also with his finger on his lips, to symbolize that sacred secresy which the initiated were bound to maintain respecting the mysteries of their calling.
Professor Marx, in terming his little volume Akesios, refers only to the first-mentioned symbol of the god, for he does not treat of the means or methods of curing disease. He has chosen for his theme (to use his own words) that which springs from the heart and not from the head ; it is the morals, the ethics, the spiritualism of medical theory and practice of which he professes to discourse.
The fundamental principles of medical ethics can be none other than the fundamental principles of Christianity, namely, an unqualified love and reverence of God, and an unselfish love and honour of humanity. With these principles, guiding alike his scientific inquiries and his daily duties, the medical practitioner has scope and opportunities for happiness presented to him equalled by those of few other pursuits, and surpassed by none. We doubt much if even the clerical profession offers a wider field for doing good, or more numerous opportunities for high communion with God. The object of the physician's professional studies is man; and man he studies through all nature. Thus, indeed, it has happened that medicine has been the prolific root of all the varied branches of natural philosophy, and that physicians have ever been the most successful and celebrated cultivators of the accessory sciences. Ducpetiaux on the Mortality of Brussels.
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